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Congratulations Graduates! 
 

The joy we feel has little to do with the circumstances of our 
lives and everything to do with the focus of our lives. 

~RM Nelson. 
 

You have focused on and succeeded in completing this stop 
of your education. Hoping all of you will continue learning, 
seeing, experiencing, and continuing to be more throughout 

your entire lives. 
 

~Christine Everts~ 
AEC Math and Science Instructor 

 

Congratulations on obtaining your GED! I’m proud of each 
and every one of you for working hard and reaching your 
goals. You have now shown that you can do anything you 
set your mind to. Now, there is no limit to what you can do. 

I wish you all the best for your bright new futures! 

~Kathleen Turner~ 
AEC Classroom Instructor/Student Advisor 

 

 

 

 

 



AEC Instructor and Staff 
Acknowledgments 

 
 

It is inspiring for me to teach in the GED program; I’m 
grateful for this opportunity. Most of all I am proud of the 
students-for their hard work and dedication to earning their 
degrees, for their determination to reach their goals and keep 

moving forward. Congratulations to all the graduates and 
their families. 

~Alice Koskela~ 
AEC Classroom Instructor` 

 

Our online students have chosen a study-from-home remote 
form of GED preparation. Most have the responsibility of a 
job and family commitments. The perseverance shown to 

your educational goal is commendable! I congratulate you 
on completing your GED and on your future goals you will 

achieve by applying this mindset! 
 

~Debbie Drewien~ 
AEC Online Instructor 

 

I feel Incredibly fortunate to work alongside such a talented 
and supportive group of individuals. Your collaboration, 

positivity, and hard work make each day a pleasure. Thank 
you all for being amazing! 

 

~Sunnie Helling~ 
AEC Admin Assistant 
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Started from uncertainty; leaving with purpose. 

~Anthony Cooper~ 

 
A great teacher doesn’t teach lessons from a book. They 

inspire, guide, and leave a lasting impact on the lives they 
touch. Thank you for your patience, your encouragement, 
and for always making the atmosphere so warm, fun and 

relaxing. Because of you, I’ve grown not only in 
knowledge, but in confidence and strength. I am truly 

grateful for all the time you took to help me come to where 
I am today. I think school and classes would be a lot more 

fun and encouraging if we had more teachers like you. 
Thank you for genuinely getting to know each of your 

students and treating us like family. To the best teacher— 
Cyndi Clark. 

 

~Kendra Blackmore~ 

 

would love to give a special shout out to my wife and 
family for telling me I can achieve this goal! Thank you to 
the wonderful staff at the college that also gave me words 

of encouragement! 

~Nicholas Thurmond~ 

 
I would like to give a huge thank you to the GED program. 
This program has given me an amazing opportunity and tru- 
ly has been so accommodating and rewarding. Thank you! 

~Mauren Rouse~ 
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Congratulations! 
You’ve overcome a few (or maybe quite a few) hurdles to 
graduate and be here tonight celebrating this milestone in 
your life. Never stop believing in yourself. Be relentless in 

your pursuit of your goals! 

~Cyndi Clark~ 
AEC Bonners Ferry Classroom Instructor 

 

You all have such a unique stories and for some of you, the 
road to obtaining your GED was long and difficult. I be- 
lieved in your potential when you opened my classroom 

door, but more importantly, you came to believe in yourself. 
This is your super strength. It is why you are here and cele- 
brated tonight! Behind you are the challenges you met, and 
ahead of you are the new possibilities to come. Today you 
choose the direction of your life. I wish you all the success 

and happiness the world has to offer. 
 

~Tabitha Stoops~ 
AEC Sandpoint Classroom Instructor 

 

I cannot tell you what a thrill it is to be part of this program 
and to be able to help people achieve their goals and 

aspirations. I have enjoyed each and everyone of you and 
wish you much success with your new found achievement 

and I know that you will all reach for the stars! 
 

~Donna Wemple~ 
CDA Admin Assistant 
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As Director of the Adult Education Center, it is my great 
honor to recognize and celebrate each of our GED graduates 
today. Your hard work, perseverance, and dedication have 
brought you to this important milestone, and you should be 

incredibly proud of yourselves. It takes courage, determination, 
and commitment to return to school, stay focused, and earn your 

GED diploma. Today is more than a graduation—it is a 
beginning. By earning your GED, you are proving to yourselves 

and to others that it is never too late to start school, return to 
learning, or pursue new opportunities and dreams. Every journey 
is unique, and there is no right or wrong age for lifelong learning. 

What matters is your willingness to take that first step and 
continue moving forward. 

 

Each of you brings valuable experiences, talents, and perspectives 
to your families, workplaces, and communities. You matter, your 
voice matters, and your achievements matter. This accomplish- 

ment reflects not only academic success, but also resilience, 
strength, and hope for the future. Whether you choose to continue 
your education through a certificate or degree program, perhaps 
with North Idaho College, enter the workforce, advance in your 

current career, or fulfill a long-held personal goal, your GED will 
serve as a strong foundation for whatever path lies ahead. 

 

GED and adult education programs are especially close to my 
heart. Some of my closest friends, and even I myself, have 

graduated from programs like these. I understand the challenges, 
sacrifices, and determination it takes to reach this moment, which 
makes today’s celebration even more meaningful. On behalf of 

the Adult Education Center, we are honored to celebrate 
alongside you and your families. Congratulations, graduates! Be 
proud of how far you have come, believe in how far you can go, 

and remember that this achievement is only the beginning of what 
you are capable of accomplishing. 

 

~Dilnoza Khasilova~ 
NIC Adult Education Director 
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I want to thank my daughter, Hailey. Before her, I was lost. 

I had dropped out, I was an addict, and overall a terrible 
person. When I found out I was pregnant at 17, my life 

changed instantly. I found God. I got sober. I got my GED. 
Now I am continuing my education to get my bachelor’s in 
Criminal Justice. I owe all of my success to my daughter 

and to God. They made me a better friend, better sister, bet- 
ter daughter and a better girlfriend. The second I saw the 

positive pregnancy tests, I vowed to change. And I will con- 
tinue to work hard in all aspects of my life so she can have 
a better life than I did. I promise I will always love you, be 

there for you, and provide for you Hailey. Love, Mom. 

~Katie Nowlan~ 

 

I would like to give thanks to Sunnie. She was phenomenal 
every step of the way and anytime I went in there for a test, 
her positivity was amazing and made me feel more confi- 

dent each and every time. 

~Kalieli Hendzel~ 

 

 
I can not thank my mom, Christel Moores-Winkle, enough 

for the amount of work she has put in to get me to this 
point. If I had all the time in the world than I would brag 

about how amazing she truly is. I would also like to thank 
my brother Tyler Winkle, for being supportive even when it 

was hard. And I would like to thank my friends Emma 
Soloman, Phoenix Rogers, Ronan Kay, River Kermelis. I 
would also like to thank my Aunt Melissa. The time I had 
going through GED was much better than traditional high 

school. I will be suggesting this to anyone who needs ideas 
in the future! 

~Kayla Winkle~ 
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I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Sunnie for her 
incredible support throughout my testing experience. She 

demonstrated kindness and encouragement at every step of the 
process. Her warm sense of humor and positive attitude 

created a welcoming environment that made a significant 
difference in me. I would often arrive feeling quite nervous 

before each test, but Sunnie consistently took the time to 
reassure me and help me feel at ease. She has a unique ability 

to make people feel seen, supported and confident, which 
greatly contributed to my ability to stay calm and focused. 
Her encouragement truly helped me perform at my best. 

Sunnie’s dedication and compassion do not go unnoticed, and 
I’m incredibly thankful for the role she played in my journey. 

She is a wonderful proctor and an even more wonderful 
person. I truly hope she feels appreciated. 

~Nikole Timmer~ 

 

I would like to thank my family for being so supportive and 
getting me to where I am now. Love you! 

 

~Samantha Herb~ 

 

 
I want to thank my God who gives me the ability to do all 

things through him and who helped me to pass tests. And I al- 
so want to thank Mrs. Tabitha Stoops for assisting and 

directing me through several subjects which helped me a lot. 

~Enoch Daniel Ivy~ 
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Thank you, Tabitha, for helping me get my GED. There were 
sometimes that I felt like giving up but you helped me push 

through. I have never been to high school; I have always 
been homeschooled. The experience there showed me what it 
would be like if I was in a high school. It was different that 

what I am used to and I am glad I was homeschooled. But am 
also glad for the experience. 

~Megan Christensen~ 

 

 
Thank you for everything. Even though my journey through 
the GED program was difficult, you guys helped me push 
through all of the challenges I faced. I appreciate all of the 

support you gave me. I really appreciate all the 
encouragement. You guys are awesome! 

~Noah Nevue~ 

 
I definitely would recommend this program to those who are 

looking to complete their GED. This program is 
straightforward, and the teachers are so helpful. If you have 

any questions, they answer them in a somewhat timely 
manner. I just want to say a big thank you to Debbie who 
was my Instructor. She was super helpful in any questions 
that I had and I can’t wait to celebrate my achievement. 

~Cheyennna Burtis~ 

 

Sunnie was a lot of help in encouraging me through this 
experience! Thank you, Sunnie! 

~Maggie Wismer~ 
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		46						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Focus Not Obscured (Minimum)		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		47						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		48						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		49						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		50						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Dragging Movements		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		51						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Target Size (Minimum)		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		52						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Label in Name		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		53						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Motion Actuation		Not Applicable		No elements requiring device or user motion detected in this document.		

		54						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Cancellation		Not Applicable		No mouse down events detected in this document.		

		55						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Gestures		Not Applicable		No RichMedia or FileAtachments have been detected in this document.		

		56						Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		57						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Consistent Help		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		58						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed		No actions are triggered when any element receives focus		

		59						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		60						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Accessible Authentication (Minimum)		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		61						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Redundant Entry		Not Applicable		No form elements requiring redundant information detected in this document.		

		62						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		63						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		64						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		

		65						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		Status Message		Not Applicable		Checkpoint is not applicable in PDF.		
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