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2026-2027 Unusual Circumstances Form

Unusual circumstances are conditions that support a change to a student’s dependency status based on a unique family situation. The Higher Education Act allows financial aid administrators to make dependency overrides on a case-by-case basis for students with unusual circumstances. Once your FAFSA has been processed, our office can review your request for Unusual Circumstances.
Before completing this process, read the criteria below to ensure your situation applies:
Federal law allows for some exceptions if you have unusual circumstances. They include:
· Your parents are incarcerated; or
· You have left home due to an abusive family environment; or
· You have circumstances which have resulted in family estrangement; parental abandonment; or
· You do not know where your parents are and are unable to contact them (and you have not been adopted); or
· You are a victim of human trafficking or have been legally granted refugee or asylee status.

The following situations are not considered unusual circumstances:

· Your parents do not want to provide their information on your FAFSA; or
· Your parents refuse to contribute to your college expenses; or
· Your parents do not claim you as a dependent on their income taxes; or
· You do not live with your parents or your parents live in another country; or
· The student demonstrate self-sufficiency.


If you have unusual circumstances that would allow you to submit your FAFSA without parental information, please complete the following:

		Requirement 1:	Letter of explanation
		Requirement 2:	Unusual Circumstances Questionnaire and Supporting Documents
		Requirement 3:	Asset and Benefits Information
		Requirement 4:	Tax and Income Information



First Name: _____________________	Last Name: ____________________________     Student ID: _________________
Requirement 1:  Letter of Explanation
Attach a typed letter describing the unusual circumstances which prevent you from providing parental information. Your letter must include the following information:

· Your relationship with your parents;
· Specific dates of events that cause your separation from your parents;
· Where you have lived since separating from your parents; and
· How you have supported yourself while living separately from your parents.

** The letter must be typed with the student’s written signature.

Requirement 2:  Unusual Circumstances Questionnaire and Supporting Documents
Answer the following questions with as much detail as possible. Attach supporting documentation where requested.
1. Parent 1 Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________			Are you in Contact?	Yes	No

2. Parent 2 Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________			Are you in Contact?	Yes	No

3. Provide written evidence from at least two adults who can verify your situation as follows

· Letter from a high school guidance counselor or administrator, clergy member, or social worker. They should include any relevant data that explains your situation. 

Letter 1 Provider: ________________________________________________________
Title: ________________________________________________________________

· Letter from am adult who knows your situation first hand with long-term knowledge.

Letter 2 Provider: ________________________________________________________
Relationship: ________________________________________________________________





First Name: _____________________	Last Name: ____________________________ 	Student ID: _________________
Requirement 3:  Asset and Benefits Worksheet
As of the date of your FAFSA completion, my/our total assets were:
	Cash, savings, and checking accounts:
    - Do not include financial aid.
	$

	Current net worth of investments, including real estate:
    - Do not include your family home.
	$

	Current net worth of businesses and farms:
    - Do not include a family business with 100 or less employees.
    - Do not include farms where your family resides.
    - Do not include a commercial fishing business. 
	$



At any time in 2024 or 2025, did you or anyone in your family receive assistance from the following programs:
Check all that apply:
	
	Earned Income Credit (EIC)

	
	Federal Housing Assistance

	
	Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

	
	Medicaid

	
	Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

	
	Free or Reduced-price School Lunch

	
	Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

	
	Refundable credit for coverage under a qualified health plan (QHP)

	
	Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
















First Name: _____________________	Last Name: ____________________________ 	Student ID: _________________
Requirement 4:  Tax and Income Information
Student 2024 Tax Filing Information:
	Did you or will you file a 2024 US Income Tax Return?

	
	Yes. This information will be or has been provided by (check one):

	
	
	Using the Data Retrieval Tool on the FAFSA to import taxes directly from the IRS.

	
	
	I will submit a copy of my signed 2024 tax return.

	
	
	

	
	No. Complete the following:

	
	
	I was not employed and had no income from work in 2024.

	
	
	I was not employed and my parents claimed me on their taxes.

	
	
	I was employed in 2024 but either did not file, was not required to file, or my parents claimed me on their taxes. Complete the following:

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Employer Name
	W-2 Attached?
	Amount Earned
	

	
	
	
	
	$
	

	
	
	
	
	$
	

	
	
	
	
	$
	

	
	
	Total Earned:
	$
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




Signatures below must be hand written. Electronic signatures will not be accepted.
  I certify all information reported to qualify for federal student aid is true and complete. I understand that reporting false information on these worksheets could result in a fine, jail time, or both. North Idaho College reserves the right to question the validity of any information provided.
  I certify the signatures below are those of the original person. I understand that falsifying signatures violates North Idaho College’s Code of Conduct and may result in disciplinary action.

Student Signature:     Date: 
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