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Best practices for
Program Assessment

NIC’s Student Learning Program Outcomes Assessment process was built by faculty, for faculty
to evaluate student performance in campus programs. It involves selecting assignments for
assessment and reporting the results for analysis. Visit nic.edu/sloa for more information.

Step 1: Importing the Program Outcomes Rubric

* Access Canvas Commons. e Import the rubric into your Canvas class. Each rubric is
pre-built and populated with the correct program

e Search for “NIC Program” and access the Program
outcomes.

Outcomes Rubiric.
e Instructional videos are available on the Canvas

Essentials for Instructors page.

Step 2: Selecting an assignment for program outcomes assessment

¢ Choose an assignment that best measures program ¢ Grade the assignment as usual; however, conduct the
outcomes, preferably a “signature” or “capstone” Program assessment separately.
assignment like a paper, exam or final project. ¢ Do not assign points toward a student’s grade for

¢ Choose an assignment near the end of the semester, Program assessment; it should only be used for
when students have a clear understanding of the evaluation.

content of the class.

Step 3: Reporting assessment data

* Assessments are conducted in years three and four of ¢ Enter “met” or “did not meet” for each student in the
a five-year program review cycle. assessment rubric, and data will be automatically
imported into campus dashboards.

Assessment Data Usage

Internal Use External Use
® Program leads and faculty analyze data for trends, success stories, and ® Data is shared with NWCCU to showcase assessment processes.
achievement gaps. . .
® Data is not used for faculty evaluations or tenure purposes.

® Data helps determine if curriculum or outcome changes need to be made.
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